
 

 

MEETING: Statutory Licensing Regulatory Board 
Sub-Committee 

DATE: Friday, 24 September 2021 

TIME: 10.00 am 

VENUE: Council Chamber, Barnsley Town Hall 

 
AGENDA 
 
1   Appointment of Chair   

 
2   Declaration of Interests   

 
To receive any declarations of pecuniary or non-pecuniary interest from Members 
in respect of items on this agenda. 
 

3   Procedure Document  (Pages 3 - 4) 
 

4   Application for a Review of a Premises Licence - Lifestyle Express, Gawber  
(Pages 5 - 74) 
 
The Principal Officer (Licensing) will submit a report on an application on behalf of 
the Chief Constable, South Yorkshire Police, for a review of the Premises Licence 
in relation to Lifestyle Express, 49, Rowland Road, Gawber. 
 

 
 
To: Chair and Members of Statutory Licensing Regulatory Board Sub-Committee:- 
 

Councillors Green, Clarke, and Wilson together with Councillor Bowser (Reserve 
Member) 
 
Shokat Lal, Executive Director Core Services 
Sajeda Khalifa, Solicitor 
Kate Liddall, Senior Licensing Officer 
Debbie Bailey, Regulatory Services Field Officer 
Garry Kirk, Service Director Legal Services 
John Whittaker, Senior Legal Officer 
 

 
Please contact William Ward on email governance@barnsley.gov.uk 
 
Thursday 9th September, 2021 
 

Public Document Pack
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STATUTORY LICENSING REGULATORY BOARD  

SUB-COMMITTEE 
 

PROCEDURE FOR CONDUCT OF REVIEW HEARINGS 
 

 

Chair to open meeting and outline procedure:- 
 
1. Service Director Legal Services to present the Local Authority report 
outlining the application and any relevant representations:- 
 
 (i)   Members to ask relevant questions  

 (ii) Appellant/Representative to ask relevant questions 

 (iii) Responsible Authorities/Interested parties to ask relevant questions 
 
2. Any parties making representations to address the Sub-Committee:- 

 (i) Members to ask relevant questions  

 (ii) Service Director to ask relevant questions 
 
 (iii) Appellant/Representative to ask relevant questions  
 
3. Appellant/Representative to present their case:- 
 
 (i) Members to ask relevant questions  
 
 (ii) Service Director Officer to ask relevant questions  
 
 (iii) Responsible Authorities/Interested parties to ask relevant questions  
 
4. Summing up of the Responsible Authorities/interested parties’ evidence 
 (no new evidence at this  stage). 
 
5. Summing up of the Appellant/Representative case (no new evidence at 

this stage) 
 
6. All parties to retire. 
 
7. Sub-Committee to make decision. 
 
8. All parties invited back into the meeting and decision announced. 
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 1 

BARNSLEY METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

 

Report of the Principal 
Officer (Licensing) to the 
meeting of the Statutory 
Licensing Regulatory Board 
Sub Committee to be held 
on the 24 September 2021  

 
LICENSING ACT 2003 

APPLICATION FOR A REVIEW OF A PREMISES LICENCE 
 

Lifestyle Express, 49 Rowland Road, Gawber, Barnsley 
 
1. Background 

1.1 On 4 August 2021, an application was received from South Yorkshire Police, 

as a Responsible Authority under the provisions of Section 51 of the 

Licensing Act 2003, to review the above premise licence.  

1.2 Members are requested to determine the application for the review of the 

premises licence.  

1.3 The premise currently operates as a shop selling groceries, general goods 

and alcohol in a residential area. 

2 Premises Licence 

2.1 The premises licence has been held by Mrs Amutha Ravikumar 

  since 6 November 2014, as set out in Appendix 1.  

a) Supply of Alcohol  

The premises licence concerned in this review application is authorised for 

the sale of alcohol by retail for consumption off the premises only. The 

timings authorised to undertake this licensable activity are: 

Monday to Saturday 11:00 until 23:00 

Sunday 11:00 until 22:30 

b) Opening Hours of the Premise 

Monday to Sunday 07:30 until 23:00 
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 2 

There are a no additional conditions attached to Annex 2 of the Operating 

Schedule within the Premise Licence.  

3 The Application for a Review of the Premises Licence 

3.1 On the 4 August 2021, an application was made by Kirsty Green (on behalf of 

the Chief Constable of South Yorkshire Police) as a Responsible Authority to 

review the Premises Licence in respect of Lifestyle Express, 49 Rowland 

Road, Gawber, Barnsley, as set out in Appendix 2. The application for review 

relates to the following licensing objectives:- 

a) Protection of Children from Harm 

b) Prevention of Crime and Disorder  

c) Prevention of Public Nuisance 

4 Grounds for Review 

Details of the grounds for review are contained within Part 3 of Appendix 2, 

where several references have been made in relation to the sale of alcohol to 

children under the age of 18.  

4.1      Further supporting information is provided in the form of: 

 

a) Information sheet – supporting evidence 

 

b) Statement – Licensing Enforcement Officer 

 

c) SYP Incident 0321 01.04.2021 

 

d) Statement – PC Van Dome (Failed Test Purchase 11.06.21) 

 

e) Copy of Fixed Penalty ticket issued 11.06.21 

 

f) Action Plan – Signed by licence holder Amutha Ravikumar on 22.06.21 

 

g) Information Pack Receipt – Signed by Amutha Ravikumar on 22.06.21 

 

h) Statement – PC Fairhurst (Failed Test Purchase 16.07.21) 

 

i) SYP Incident 0863 21.07.2021 

 

j) Statement – Tessa – Father of 13 year old – alcohol purchase 21.07.21 

Page 6



 3 

 

k) Statement – Matthews – Resident Impact 

 

l) Statement – PC Littlewood – exhibit image of 13 year old (JAL 1) 

 

m) Image of 13 year old – (exhibit JAL 1 – will be available to view at the hearing) 

 

n) Disc – CCTV – alcohol sale 21.7.21 (will be available to view at the hearing) 

 

o) Cumulative Impact Statement – PS Hepplestone 

 

4.2 A copy of the above documents are attached as Appendix 3.  

5 Responsible Authorities/Interested Parties 

5.1 Comments have been received from Stephen Butler, Environmental Health 

Officer, (Health & Safety - Regulatory Services) in respect of the following 

licensing objectives: 

a) Public Safety 

b) Protection of Children from Harm 

5.2 A copy of Mr Butler’s chronological report detailing numerous concerns 

raised, the prohibition notice which he served and a plan of action received 

from Navinkh Ravikumar are set out in Appendix 4.  

5.3 No other comments have been received from Interested Parties concerned 

with this matter. 

6 Compatibility with the European Convention on Human Rights 

The decision of the Board will amount to a determination of the Council and 

the rights of the applicant. Therefore, as far as it is possible to do so, the 

Board must comply with the requirements of Article 6 (the right to a fair trial).  

This means the applicant should be afforded the right to make oral 

representations at the meeting. 

If Members decide to revoke or amend the licence then the reasons for the 

decision must be clearly stated. 

7 Options available to the Statutory Licensing Sub-Committee  
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The Board must, having regard to the application for review and any relevant 

representations, take such steps mentioned below as it considers necessary 

for the promotion of the licensing objectives.  

The steps are:  

a) To modify the conditions of the licence;  

b) To exclude a licensable activity from the scope of the licence;  

c) To remove the Designated Premises Supervisor;  

d) To suspend the licence for a period not exceeding three months;  

e) To revoke the licence;  

And for this purpose the conditions of the licence are modified if any of them 

are altered or omitted or any new condition is added. 

8 Financial Implications 

N/A 

9 List of Appendices 

Appendix 1 – Premise Licence  

Appendix 2 – Application to Review Premises Licence 

Appendix 3 – South Yorkshire Police Supporting Documentation    

Appendix 4 – Health & Safety Comments   

Officer Contact: Debbie Bailey       Telephone No. 07786525961    Date: 8 
September 2021 
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Culture and Regulation 
Mr Phillip Spurr - Assistant Director, 

Regulatory Services, PO Box 602, Barnsley, S70 9FB 
Tel: (01226) 773743 Fax: (01226) 775699 

 

 

Mrs Amutha Ravikumar 
Lifestyle Express 
49 Rowland Road 
Barnsley 
South Yorkshire 
S75 2PF 

My Ref: MAU 003832 

Your Ref:  

Enquiries to: Licensing Section 

Email: regulatoryservices@barnsley.gov.uk 

Dial Direct: (01226) 772468 

Fax: (01226) 775699 

Date: 7 November 2014 

 
Dear Madam, 
 
 

Licensing Act 2003, Sections 42 and 37  
Application for a Premises Licence 
Lifestyle Express, 49 Rowland Road, Barnsley, South Yorkshire, S75 2PF 
 
With regard to the above, I enclose the Premises Licence and Premises Licence 
Summary. 
 
The premises licence became effective on 24 November 2005. 
 
Under the provisions of the Licensing Act 2003 you may, in certain circumstances, 
have a right of appeal against some or all of the Licensing Authority’s decisions 
made in respect to your application. Appeals should be made to the Magistrates’ 
Court for the area in which the premises are situated, within twenty one days of 
receiving the premises licence. 
 
If you need advice on the appeal procedure, you should contact the court, but 
please note court staff cannot give you legal advice.  If you need legal advice, for 
example about the likely success of an appeal, you should contact a solicitor or a 
Citizens Advice Bureau immediately. 
 
If you consider there is a mistake in the premises licence or the premises licence 
summary, the Licensing Authority will correct anything which it accepts as being a 
clerical mistake.  If you believe there is such a clerical mistake, please contact us.  
This does not affect your right to appeal. 
 
The premises licence will last indefinitely unless it is surrendered or revoked, but 
will lapse in the event of the death of the holder of the premises licence or upon the 
licence holder becoming mentally incapable or financially insolvent. 
 
An annual fee is payable on the anniversary of the grant of the licence, unless the 
premises are a school or community building (e.g. village hall) and the licence is 
granted in respect of regulated entertainment only.  We will send you a reminder for 
the payment of the annual fee and advise you of what sum is then payable.  The 
fees are set by Government and may be subject to change. 
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Finally, there are specific provisions in section 57 of the Licensing Act 2003 
concerning the requirements for keeping, displaying and producing the premises 
licence and premises licence summary whenever the premises are used for any 
licensable activity authorised by the licence.  A brief summary of these 
requirements is set out below for your convenience: 
 
Premises Licence 
 
The holder of the premises licence must ensure that the premises licence (or a 
certified copy of it) is kept at the premises and is either in the custody or control of 
the holder of the premises licence or some other specific person who works at the 
premises (e.g. manager). 
 
Premises Licence Summary 
 
The holder of the premises licence must ensure that the premises licence summary 
(or a certified copy of it) is prominently displayed at the premises and, if the 
premises licence (or a certified copy of it) is in the custody of someone other than 
the holder of the premises licence, a notice must also be prominently displayed 
stating the position (e.g. manager) of that person. 
 
Duty to Produce 
 
A police constable or an authorised officer (e.g. a Council licensing officer) may 
require such person who has custody of the premises licence (i.e. the holder of the 
premises licence or such other nominated person, as referred to above) to produce 
the licence for examination. 
 
Offences 
 
The holder of a premises licence commits an offence if they fail to comply with the 
above requirements relating to a premises licence and / or a premises licences 
summary.  Anyone who has custody or control of the premises licence (i.e. the 
holder of the premises licence or such other nominated person, as referred to 
above) commits an offence if they fail, without reasonable excuse, to produce the 
licence in accordance with a requirement under the above duty to produce.  A 
person guilty of an offence under section 57 is liable on summary conviction to a 
fine. 

If you have any queries on this matter please contact the Licensing Section on 
01226 772468. 

Yours faithfully, 

 
 
 

 
Jacqueline Dodds 
Licensing Technician 
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BARNSLEY METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

PREMISES LICENCE 
LICENSING ACT 2003 

                  Schedule 12 Part A 
                   Regulation 33, 34 

Premises Licence 
Number 

003832  

  

Date of Grant 24 November 2005 
  

Premises Address Lifestyle Express 
49 Rowland Road 
Barnsley 
South Yorkshire 

  

Postcode S75 2PF 
  

Telephone Number 01226 207667 
  

Activities authorised by this licence 
The sale by retail of alcohol 
  

Times authorised to undertake licensable activities 

Supply of Alcohol 
Supply of alcohol permitted: Monday to Saturday from 11:00 until 23:00 
Supply of alcohol permitted: Sunday from 11:00 until 22:30 
Licensed for the sale of alcohol for consumption off the premises. 

Conditions consistent with a former Children’s Certificate under Section 
168A of the Licensing Act 1964 

Not applicable 

  

Embedded Restrictions 

Not applicable 
 

There shall be no adult entertainment or services, activities, other 
entertainment or matters ancillary to the use of the premises of an adult 
nature unless they are specified below: 
None Specified 
  

Opening Hours of the Premises 

Hours premises are open to the public: Seven days a week from 07:30 until 23:00 
 

  

Whether the supplies 
of alcohol are for 
consumption on 
and/or off the 
premises 

Alcohol-Off The Premises 

  

  

Name, (registered) 
address, telephone 
number and 
email(where relevant) 
of premise licence 
holder    

Mrs Amutha Ravikumar 
Lifestyle Express 
49 Rowland Road 
Barnsley  
S75 2PF 
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Registered Number of 
Company if Applicable 

Not applicable 

  

Designated Premises Supervisor  
(This section will be blank if the licence does not authorise the sale of alcohol) 
Name and Address of 
the designated 
premises supervisor 

Mrs Amutha Ravikumar 
40 Caxton Street 
Barnsley 
07456757455 

  

Post Code S70 2LF 
  

Personal Licence 
Number and issuing 
authority of the 
personal licence held 
by the designated 
premises supervisor 

081720 
Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council 

 

REGULATORY SERVICES TEL:  01226 772468 
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BARNSLEY METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

PREMISES LICENCE SUMMARY 
       
 

Premises Licence 
No. 

003832 

  

Premises Address: Lifestyle Express 
49 Rowland Road 
Barnsley 
South Yorkshire 

Postal Code S75 2PF  

  

Telephone Number 01226 207667 

 
Activities authorised by this licence 
The sale by retail of alcohol 
 

Times authorised to undertake licensable activities 

Hours premises are open to the public: Seven days a week from 07:30 until 23:00 
 

 

The opening hours of the premises 

Hours premises are open to the public: Seven days a week from 07:30 until 23:00 
 

 

Where the licence authorises supplies of alcohol whether these are for 
consumption on and/or off premises 

Alcohol-Off The Premises 
 

Granted on: 24 November 2005 

 

Page 13



 

 

BARNSLEY METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 

            PREMISES LICENCE 
       
               Part B 
                 

 

Premises Licence Number 003832 
  

Name, (registered) 
address, telephone 
number and email(where 
relevant) of premise 
holder    

Mrs Amutha Ravikumar 
Lifestyle Express 
49 Rowland Road 
Barnsley 
S75 2PF 

  

Registered Number of 
Company if Applicable 

Not applicable 

  

Name and Address of the 
designated premises 
supervisor 

Mrs Amutha Ravikumar 
Lifestyle Express 
49 Rowland Road 
Barnsley 
 

  

Post Code S75 2PF 
  

Personal Licence Number 
and issuing authority of 
the personal licence held 
by the designated 
permises supervisor 

081720 
Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council 

 
REGULATORY SERVICES TEL:  01226 772468 
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     ANNEX 1 

 
MANDATORY CONDITIONS 

 
LICENSING ACT 2003 

 

Licence ref no.  

 

1. Supply of Alcohol 

Where this Licence authorises the supply of alcohol the following conditions will apply: 
 
a) No supply of alcohol may be made under the premises licence- 

i) at a time when there is no designated premises supervisor in respect of the premises 
licence, or 

ii) at a time when the designated premises supervisor does not hold a personal licence 
or his personal licence is suspended. 

b) Every supply of alcohol under the premises licence must be made or authorised by a 
person who holds a personal licence. 

 

2. Door Supervision 

Where this Licence includes a condition that one or more individuals must be at the premises 
to carry out a security activity each such individual must be licensed by the Security Industry 
Authority. 

 

3. Exhibition of Films 

Where this licence authorises the exhibition of films the following conditions will apply: 
 

 Where any film exhibited has an age restriction classification the admission of children 
(any person aged under 18) must be restricted in accordance with any 
recommendation made by the film classification body in respect of the film. 

 Where the film classification body and or age restriction is not specified in respect of a 
film or the licensing authority has notified the holder of the licence that this condition 
applies to the film in question admission of children (any person aged under 18) must 
be restricted in accordance with any recommendation made by the licensing authority. 
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4. Irresponsible Promotions (On Licenced Premises only) 

1) The responsible person shall take all reasonable steps to ensure that staff on relevant 
premises do not carry out, arrange or participate in any irresponsible promotions in 
relation to the premises. 

 
2) In this paragraph, an irresponsible promotion means any one or more of the following 

activities, or substantially similar activities, carried on for the purpose of encouraging the 
sale or supply of alcohol for consumption on the premises in a manner which carries a 
significant risk of leading or contributing to crime and disorder, prejudice to public safety, 
public nuisance, or harm to children– 

 
a) games or other activities which require or encourage, or are designed to require or 

encourage, individuals to– 
i) drink a quantity of alcohol within a time limit (other than to drink alcohol sold or 

supplied on the premises before the cessation of the period in which the 
responsible person is authorised to sell or supply alcohol), or 

ii) drink as much alcohol as possible (whether within a time limit or otherwise); 
b) provision of unlimited or unspecified quantities of alcohol free or for a fixed or 

discounted fee to the public or to a group defined by a particular characteristic (other 
than any promotion or discount available to an individual in respect of alcohol for 
consumption at a table meal, as defined in section 159 of the Act); 

c) provision of free or discounted alcohol or any other thing as a prize to encourage or 
reward the purchase and consumption of alcohol over a period of 24 hours or less; 

d) provision of free or discounted alcohol in relation to the viewing on the premises of a 
sporting event, where that provision is dependent on– 
i) the outcome of a race, competition or other event or process, or 
ii) the likelihood of anything occurring or not occurring; 

e) selling or supplying alcohol in association with promotional posters or flyers on, or in 
the vicinity of, the premises which can reasonably be considered to condone, 
encourage or glamorise anti-social behaviour or to refer to the effects of drunkenness 
in any favorable manner. 

 

5. Dispensing of Alcohol Directly into the Mouth (On Licenced Premises only) 

The responsible person shall ensure that no alcohol is dispensed directly by one person into 
the mouth of another (other than where that other person is unable to drink without assistance 
by reason of a disability). 

 

6. Tap Water (On Licenced Premises only) 

The responsible person shall ensure that free tap water is provided on request to customers 
where it is reasonably available. 
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7. Age Verification Policy 

1) The premises licence holder or club premises certificate holder shall ensure that an age 
verification policy applies to the premises in relation to the sale or supply of alcohol, 

2) The policy must require individuals who appear to the responsible person to be under 18 
years of age (or such older age as may be specified in the policy) to produce on request, 
before being served alcohol, identification bearing their photograph, date of birth and a 
holographic mark. 

 

8. Measures (On Licenced Premises only) 

The responsible person shall ensure that– 
 
1) where any of the following alcoholic drinks is sold or supplied for consumption on the 

premises (other than alcoholic drinks sold or supplied having been made up in advance 
ready for sale or supply in a securely closed container) it is available to customers in the 
following measures– 
i) beer or cider: ½ pint; 
ii) gin, rum, vodka or whisky: 25 ml or 35 ml; and 
iii) still wine in a glass: 125 ml; and 

 
2) customers are made aware of the availability of these measures. 

 

9. Alcohol Pricing and Duty 

A relevant person shall ensure that no alcohol is sold or supplied for consumption on or off 
the premises for a price which is less than the permitted price.  
 
For the purposes of the condition set out in paragraph 8—  

(a) “duty” is to be construed in accordance with the Alcoholic Liquor Duties Act 1979; 
(b) “permitted price” is the price found by applying the formula—  

 
 

where—  
(i) P is the permitted price,  

(ii) D is the rate of duty chargeable in relation to the alcohol as if the duty were 

charged on the date of the sale or supply of the alcohol, and  

(iii)        V is the rate of value added tax chargeable in relation to the alcohol as if the 
value added tax were charged on the date of the sale or supply of the alcohol;  

(c)  “relevant person” means, in relation to premises in respect of which there is in force a 
premises licence—  
(i) the holder of the premises licence,  

(ii) the designated premises supervisor (if any) in respect of such a licence, or  

(iii)  the personal licence holder who makes or authorises a supply of alcohol under 
such a licence;  

(d)       “relevant person” means, in relation to premises in respect of which there is in force a 
club premises certificate, any member or officer of the club present on the premises in 
a capacity which enables the member or officer to prevent the supply in question; and  

(e)  “value added tax” means value added tax charged in accordance with the Value 
Added Tax Act 1994.  
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9. Alcohol Pricing and Duty (continued) 

 
(f)   Where the permitted price given by Paragraph (b) of paragraph 2 would (apart from 

this paragraph) not be a whole number of pennies, the price given by that sub-
paragraph shall be taken to be the price actually given by that sub-paragraph 
rounded up to the nearest penny.  

 
(g)  (1)  Sub-paragraph (2) applies where the permitted price given by Paragraph (b) 

of paragraph 2 on a day (“the first day”) would be different from the permitted 
price on the next day (“the second day”) as a result of a change to the rate of 
duty or value added tax.  

(2)  The permitted price which would apply on the first day applies to sales or 
supplies of alcohol which take place before the expiry of the period of 14 
days beginning on the second day. 

 

 

 
 

ANNEX 2 
 

Conditions consistent with the Operating Schedule 
 
Licence ref no. 003832 
  
Not Applicable 

 

 
ANNEX 3 

 
Conditions attached after a hearing by the Licensing Authority 
 
Licence ref no. 003832 
  
Not Applicable 

 

 
ANNEX 4 

 
Plan of the Premises to which this Licence relates: 
Plan as per appendix 1 
(See attached) 
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Information Sheet/Chronology  – Support of Application 

On the 29th October 2014, Lifestyle Express failed a test purchase operation that was conducted 

by South Yorkshire Police.  

 

On the 10th November 2014, Licensing Officer Michelle Hudson, local Neighbourhood 

Sergeant Andrew Froggatt, and I carried out a licensing visit. The purpose of the visit was to 

provide a training pack and to carry out an action plan with Amutha Ravikumar. 

 

On the 20th January 2015, Lifestyle Express passed a test purchase operation that was 

conducted by South Yorkshire Police. 

 

On the 11th March 2015, South Yorkshire Police received a complaint that two 12-year-old 

girls had been served alcohol in the premise.  

 

On the 20th March 2015, Michelle Hudson visited the Lifestyle Express in relation to the 

allegations received on the 11th March 2015. Amutha Ravikumar and her husband were spoken 

with at the time and they denied making any such underage sale. They were unable to produce 

any refusals logs as they claimed that they had taken them home to photocopy. 

 

On the 27th March 2015, Michelle Hudson visited the premise once again to find that refusals 

logs were now in place.  

 

On the 27th April 2015, I visited with Licensing Officer from Barnsley Metropolitan Borough 

Council Rachel Fisher. Amutha Ravikumar was not present at the time of the visit therefore 

Mr Ravikumar was spoken with. Mr Ravikumar advised at the time that he did hold a personal 

licence however; he was unable to locate it. Upon inspection, not all relevant documentation 

linked to their premise licence was displayed and their refusal logs only documented refusals 

for cigarettes not alcohol. Mr Ravikumar was advised that information had been received that 

on Saturday evenings, underage had been trying to purchase alcohol from the shop and specific 

drinks including Frosty Jacks and Sourz had been mentioned. Mr Ravikumar denied there 

being a problem with underage in the shop. It was stressed to Mr Ravikumar that the challenge 

25 policy should be practised when customers were trying to purchase alcohol.  

 

On the 28th April 2015, a letter was sent to Amutha Ravikumar following the visit on the 27th 

April outlining points raised and improvement required. 

 

On the 18th May 2015, I carried out a licensing visit with Rachel Fisher to find that all 

paperwork was now in order. I spoke with Amutha Ravikumar and explained that the 

Neighbourhood Team had raised concerns about underage in the area being in possession of 

alcohol. I reiterated the need to practice challenge 25 and advised that they must also refuse 

service to anyone that they suspected was buying alcohol and passing it onto someone that was 

underage, as this was also an offence. Amutha Ravikumar stated that she was not aware that 

they needed to do this.  
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On the 1st November 2017, the shop passed a test purchase operation that was conducted by 

South Yorkshire Police. 

 

On the 15th February 2015, licensing check completed with BMBC Licensing Officer Martin 

Cooper all in order at the time of the visit. 

 

On the 25th April 2019, the shop passed a test purchase operation that was conducted by South 

Yorkshire Police. 

 

On the 31st October 2019, the shop passed a test purchase operation that was conducted by 

South Yorkshire Police. 

 

On the 1st April 2021, South Yorkshire Police received a complaint that alleged that the owner 

of the Lifestyle Express was selling to underage.  

 

On the 11th June 2021 at 18:32, Lifestyle Express failed a test purchase operation that was 

conducted by South Yorkshire Police. Kathiravelu Ravikumar served police volunteers aged 

17 years old with two bottles of Kopperburg. Mr Ravikumar was issued with a fixed penalty 

ticket for the offence. 

 

On the 15th June 2021 telephone call made to Amutha Ravikumar to discuss the failed test 

purchase on the 11th June. Advised regarding consequences of a further failure in 3 months and 

three failures in a 12-month period and arranged to visit to complete an action plan with her. 

 

On the 22nd June 2021 licensing visit to complete the action plan with Amutha Ravikumar. 

Reiterated the consequences of another failure once again and provided her with a training pack 

and the action plan that was signed.  

 

On the 16th July 2021 at 19:36, Lifestyle Express failed a test purchase operation that was 

conducted by South Yorkshire Police. Kathiravelu Ravikumar served police volunteers aged 

16 years old with a WKD Blue.  

 

On the 20th July 2021 telephone call made to Amutha Ravikumar regarding failed test purchase 

on the 16th July. I explained the consequences of this and explained what would happen should 

they fail again within the next 12 months. Amutha Ravikumar advised that she was going back 

to Sri Lanka for a family emergency and would be away for the next 2 weeks minimum. 

However, advised that they have had serious conversations regarding Mr Ravikumar serving 

alcohol due to the last two test purchase failures being a result of him serving.  

 

On the 21st July 2021, South Yorkshire Police received a complaint that a 13 year old had 

been sold alcohol from the shop. CCTV Footage clearly showing the young person is 

available for committee members should they wish to view it. The footage shows the young 

person with friends prior to entering the store, entering the store alone, making the purchase 
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of alcohol and leaving the store. A photographic image is also available of the young person 

which can be viewed by the committee. 
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WITNESS STATEMENT OF  

KIRSTY GREEN 

1ST STATEMENT  

ON BEHALF OF THE APPLICANT 

 

BEFORE THE LICENSING COMMITTEE  

OF BARNSLEY METROPOLITAN COUNCIL  

 

IN THE MATTER OF A REVIEW OF  

PREMISES LICENCE UNDER  

SECTION 51 OF THE LICENSING   

ACT 2003 

 

CHIEF CONSTABLE OF SOUTH YORKSHIRE POLICE 

Applicant  

 

AND  

 

 

AMUTHA RAVIKUMAR  

Premises Licence Holder 

 

 

WITNESS STATEMENT OF KIRSTY GREEN 

 

 

1. I am Kirsty Green and I am a Licensing Enforcement Officer for South Yorkshire 

Police. 

 

2. This statement relates to Lifestyle Express. 

 

3. The premise is located at 49 Rowland Road, Barnsley. 

 

4. The premise licence number 003832 relates to this. 

 

5. The Premise Licence Holder is Amutha Ravikumar. 

 

6. The Designated Premise Supervisor is Amutha Ravikumar. 

 

7. Except where stated the information contained in this statement has been taken from 

Police’s Smart Contact and Innkeeper systems. 

 

8. On the 29th October 2014, Lifestyle Express failed a test purchase operation conducted 

by South Yorkshire Police.  
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9. On the 10th November 2014, Licensing Officer Michelle Hudson, local Neighbourhood 

Sergeant Andrew Froggatt, and I carried out a licensing visit. The purpose of the visit 

was to provide a training pack and to carry out an action plan with Amutha Ravikumar. 

 

10. On the 20th January 2015, Lifestyle Express passed a test purchase operation conducted 

by South Yorkshire Police. 

 

11. On the 11th March 2015, South Yorkshire Police received a complaint that two 12-year-

old girls had been served alcohol in the premise.  

 

12. On the 20th March 2015, Licensing Officer Michelle Hudson visited the Lifestyle 

Express in relation to the allegations received on the 11th March 2015. Amutha 

Ravikumar and her husband were spoken with at the time and they denied making any 

such underage sale. They were unable to produce any refusals logs as they claimed that 

they had taken them home to photocopy. 

 

13. On the 27th March 2015, Licensing Officer Michelle Hudson visited the premise once 

again to find that refusals logs were now in place.  

 

14. On the 27th April 2015, I visited with a Licensing Officer from Barnsley Metropolitan 

Borough Council, Rachel Fisher. Amutha Ravikumar was not present at the time of the 

visit therefore Mr Ravikumar was spoken with. Mr Ravikumar advised us at the time 

that he did hold a personal licence however he was unable to locate it. Upon inspection, 

not all relevant documentation linked to their premise licence was displayed and their 

refusal logs only documented refusals for cigarettes not alcohol. Mr Ravikumar was 

advised that information had been received that on Saturday evenings, underage 

persons had been trying to purchase alcohol from the shop and specific drinks including 

Frosty Jacks and Sourz had been mentioned. Mr Ravikumar denied there being a 

problem with underage in the shop. It was stressed to Mr Ravikumar that the challenge 

25 policy should be practised when customers were trying to purchase alcohol.  

 

15. On the 28th April 2015, a letter was sent to Amutha Ravikumar following the visit on 

the 27th April outlining points raised and improvement required. 

 

16. On the 18th May 2015, I carried out a licensing visit with Rachel Fisher to find that all 

paperwork was now in order. I spoke with Amutha Ravikumar and explained that the 

Neighbourhood Team had raised concerns about underage persons in the area being in 

possession of alcohol. I reiterated the need to practice challenge 25 and advised that 

they must also refuse service to anyone that they suspected was buying alcohol and 

passing it onto someone that was underage, as this was also an offence. Amutha 

Ravikumar stated that she was not aware that they needed to do this.  

 

17. On the 1st November 2017, the shop passed a test purchase operation conducted by 

South Yorkshire Police. 
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18. On the 15th February 2015, licensing check completed with BMBC Licensing Officer 

Martin Cooper all in order at the time of the visit. 

 

19. On the 25th April 2019, the shop passed a test purchase operation conducted by South 

Yorkshire Police. 

 

20. On the 31st October 2019, the shop passed a test purchase operation conducted by South 

Yorkshire Police. 

 

21. On the 1st April 2021, South Yorkshire Police received a complaint alleging that the 

owner of the Lifestyle Express was selling to underage. (SYP Incident 0321 

01.04.2021)  

 

22. On the 11th June 2021 at 18:32, Lifestyle Express failed a test purchase operation that 

was conducted by South Yorkshire Police. Kathiravelu Ravikumar served police 

volunteers with two bottles of Kopparburg. Mr Ravikumar was issued with a fixed 

penalty ticket for the offence. 

 

23. On the 15th June 2021 I made a telephone call to Amutha Ravikumar to discuss the 

failed test purchase on the 11th June. I advised regarding consequences of a further 

failure in 3 months and three failures in a 12-month period and arranged to visit to 

complete an action plan with her. 

 

24. On the 22nd June 2021 I conducted a licensing visit to complete the action plan with 

Amutha Ravikumar. I reiterated the consequences of another failure once again and 

provided her with a training pack and the action plan that was signed.  

 

25. On the 16th July 2021 at 19:36, Lifestyle Express failed a test purchase operation that 

was conducted by South Yorkshire Police. Kathiravelu Ravikumar served police 

volunteers with a WKD Blue.  

 

26. On the 20th July 2021 telephone call made to Amutha Ravikumar regarding failed test 

purchase on the 16th July. I explained the consequences of this and explained what 

would happen should they fail again within the next 12 months. Amutha Ravikumar 

advised that she was going back to Sri Lanka for a family emergency and would be 

away for the next 2 weeks minimum. However, advised that they have had serious 

conversations regarding Mr Ravikumar serving alcohol due to the last two test purchase 

failures being a result of him serving.  

 

27. On the 21st July 2021, South Yorkshire Police received a complaint that a 13 year old 

had been sold alcohol from the shop (SYP Incident 0863 21.07.2021) 
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Statement of Truth  

 

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true. I understand that proceedings 

for contempt of court may be brought against anyone who makes, or causes to be made, a false 

statement in a document verified by a statement of truth without an honest belief in its truth. 

 

Signed:   

 

Name: Kirsty Green  

 

Date: 26th July 2021 
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Rowland Express, 49 Rowland Road, Old Town, Barnsley S75 2PF 

Chronological sequence of events for health and safety submission to License review 

Wed 4 August 2021 I received information from South Yorkshire Police that they had called a 

Licence review following repeated sales of alcohol to children. 

Thurs 5 August I conducted a health and safety inspection visit of the shop and identified a number 

of hazards to customers and others. Of most concern was the floor of the shop which was in a state 

of collapse in the off licence area and also in the entrance to stock room which was fully accessible 

to members of the public. If a person were to have stepped onto either of these areas of flooring 

they were likely to fall a distance of approximately 2 metres into the cellar area. I discussed this with 

a man who introduced himself as Mr Ravikumar, the husband of the business operator and I took 11 

photographs during my visit. 

At my request Mr Ravikumar obstructed access to the affected floor areas by customers, which he 

did by placing boxes of beer in the walkway. He told me that his son Navinkh Ravikumar is in 

effective control of the business in the absence of the proprietor and licence holder, Mrs Amutha 

Ravikumar. I told Navinkh Ravikumar by telephone that I expected a more permanent solution to be 

found and that I would return the next day. 

Friday 6 August I found the shop floor to still be unsafe so I served an immediate Prohibition Notice 

Appendix 1 in which I prohibited ‘use of areas of the shop with rotten floor’. While on site I discussed 

my concerns with Navinkh Ravikumar. Some attempt had been made to tape off the affected areas 

but not in a way that was likely to be effective at preventing access to the affected areas as there 

were gaps, particularly at low level that might permit a child to enter the danger area. I assessed 

that the condition was such that two of the licensing objectives had not been met: public safety and 

the protection of children from harm. 

While I was at the shop a builder/joiner arrived and I left so that Navinkh could assess the extent of 

the damage and potential repair with his contractor. 

Thursday 12 August I visited the shop with my colleague James Gardham and James and I took 

further photographs, including some that I took from within the cellar area. There confirmed that 

the area of flooring below the off license sales area was largely unsupported and could fall at any 

time. 

I had been unable to contact Navinkh Ravikumar by telephone, telephone calls having been rejected 

so I rang Mrs Ravikumar, the business owner who was currently in Sri Lanka and who told me that 

she was fully aware of the situation. She confirmed that I needed to speak with Navinkh and she 

agreed to ask him to ring me. 

A few minutes later Navinkh rang me and we discussed the serious nature of the flooring collapse 

and the unsafe access to the cellar, albeit that the hatch and floor in the stock room had been 

renewed. 

Navinkh informed me that the builder had delayed repair to the shop floor until the pipework to the 

fridge was removed as this was possibly the source of moisture that had caused rotting of some of 

the floor timbers. I reminded Mr Ravikumar of the public safety concerns that I had witnessed and 

emphasised the need to protect customers, children and others from harm. 

Friday 13 September Navinkh Ravikumar rang me to update me and to tell me that he had drawn up 

a plan of action as I suggested and has also arranged for the freezer and fridge to be removed with 
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all of the stock from the affected area of flooring. He told me that the leak appeared to be from the 

fridge drain. 

I visited by agreement and took further photographs of the area where the flooring was being 

removed from the off license area by a contractor and was to be replaced with new supporting 

timbers. I expressed concern about the safety of customers during this operation and I was told that 

the shop was closed during the work. 

I was handed an action plan Appendix 2 by Navinkh Ravikumar which he agreed to email. I agreed to 

allow the business three weeks until after August bank holiday to complete the works. 

Thursday 2 September I spoke on the telephone with Navinkh Ravikumar. He told me that his father 

had been taken into hospital today and was potentially very ill. 

Friday 3 September I returned to Rowland Express, Navinkh Ravikumar was present and the shop 

was open for business. The cellar access hatch was removed and a fridge engineer was using the 

opening to access the cellar area. I pointed out to Mr Ravikumar that this exposed children and 

customers to danger and he immediately instructed people to block off the affected areas. There 

was no floor covering to the former off license area and we discussed the standard of floor covering 

required throughout the shop to ensure that customers do not trip on the loose and uneven areas 

that remain. I advised that the shop should be closed if this is the only way to protect the public and 

he agreed that this will be done if necessary. The shop remained open for the duration of my visit 

and I took further photographs of the damaged floor covering and the open trap door. 

I have suggested that a door to the stock room and re-siting of the electricity distribution board 

would both reduce risks of falls by customers into the cellar and I understand that these are being 

considered as possible controls. 

Mr Navinkh Ravikumar told me that his father is still very ill in hospital and that his mother was 

preparing to return to Barnsley, flights and Covid controls permitting. 

 

Stephen Butler 

Environmental Health Officer 

7 September 2021 
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